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Access to Information - Your Rights 
 

The Local Government 
(Access to Information) Act 
1985 widened the rights of 
press and public to attend 
Local Authority meetings 
and to see certain 
documents.  Recently the 
Freedom of Information Act 
2000, has further broadened 
these rights, and limited 
exemptions under the 1985 
Act. 

Your main rights are set out 
below:- 

• Automatic right to attend 
all Council and 
Committee meetings 
unless the business 
would disclose 
confidential or “exempt” 
information. 

• Automatic right to inspect 
agenda and public reports 
at least five days before 
the date of the meeting. 

• Automatic right to inspect 
minutes of the Council 
and its Committees (or 
summaries of business  

 

undertaken in private) for 
up to six years following a 
meeting. 

• Automatic right to inspect 
lists of background 
papers used in the 
preparation of public 
reports. 

• Access, upon request, to 
the background papers 
on which reports are 
based for a period of up 
to four years from the 
date of the meeting. 

• Access to a public 
register stating the names 
and addresses and 
electoral areas of all 
Councillors with details of 
the membership of all 
Committees etc. 

• A reasonable number of 
copies of agenda and 
reports relating to items to 
be considered in public 
must be made available 
to the public attending 
meetings of the Council 
and its Committees etc. 

• Access to a list specifying 
those powers which the 
Council has delegated to its 
Officers indicating also the 
titles of the Officers 
concerned. 

• Access to a summary of the 
rights of the public to attend 
meetings of the Council and 
its Committees etc. and to 
inspect and copy 
documents. 

• In addition, the public now 
has a right to be present 
when the Council 
determines “Key Decisions” 
unless the business would 
disclose confidential or 
“exempt” information. 

• Unless otherwise stated, all 
items of business before the 
Executive Committee are 
Key Decisions.  

• (Copies of Agenda Lists are 
published in advance of the 
meetings on the Council’s 
Website: 
www.redditchbc.gov.uk 

 
If you have any queries on this Agenda or any of the decisions taken or wish to 

exercise any of the above rights of access to information, please contact  
Ivor Westmore  

Committee Support Services  
 

Town Hall, Walter Stranz Square, Redditch, B98 8AH 
Tel: 01527 64252 (Extn. 3269) Fax: (01527) 65216 

e.mail: ivor.westmore@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk 
 



Welcome to today’s meeting. 

Guidance for the Public 
 
 
Agenda Papers 

The Agenda List at the front 
of the Agenda summarises 
the issues to be discussed 
and is followed by the 
Officers’ full supporting 
Reports. 
 
Chair 

The Chair is responsible for 
the proper conduct of the 
meeting. Generally to one 
side of the Chair is the 
Committee Support Officer 
who gives advice on the 
proper conduct of the 
meeting and ensures that 
the debate and the 
decisions are properly 
recorded.  On the Chair’s 
other side are the relevant 
Council Officers.  The 
Councillors (“Members”) of 
the Committee occupy the 
remaining seats around the 
table. 
 
Running Order 

Items will normally be taken 
in the order printed but, in 
particular circumstances, the 
Chair may agree to vary the 
order. 
 
Refreshments : tea, coffee 
and water are normally 
available at meetings - 
please serve yourself. 
 

 
Decisions 

Decisions at the meeting will 
be taken by the Councillors 
who are the democratically 
elected representatives. 
They are advised by 
Officers who are paid 
professionals and do not 
have a vote. 
 
Members of the Public 

Members of the public may, 
by prior arrangement, speak 
at meetings of the Council or 
its Committees.  Specific 
procedures exist for Appeals 
Hearings or for meetings 
involving Licence or 
Planning Applications.  For 
further information on this 
point, please speak to the 
Committee Support Officer. 
 
Special Arrangements 

If you have any particular 
needs, please contact the 
Committee Support Officer. 
 
Infra-red devices for the 
hearing impaired are 
available on request at the 
meeting. Other facilities may 
require prior arrangement. 
 
Further Information 

If you require any further 
information, please contact 
the Committee Support 
Officer (see foot of page 
opposite). 

Fire/ Emergency  
instructions 
 
If the alarm is sounded, 
please leave the building 
by the nearest available 
exit – these are clearly 
indicated within all the 
Committee Rooms. 
 
If you discover a fire, 
inform a member of staff 
or operate the nearest 
alarm call point (wall 
mounted red rectangular 
box).  In the event of the 
fire alarm sounding, leave 
the building immediately 
following the fire exit 
signs.  Officers have been 
appointed with 
responsibility to ensure 
that all visitors are 
escorted from the 
building. 
 
Do Not stop to collect 
personal belongings. 
 
Do Not use lifts. 
 
Do Not re-enter the 
building until told to do 
so.  
 
The emergency 
Assembly Area is on 
Walter Stranz Square. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Declaration of Interests: 
Guidance for Councillors 
 
 

DO I HAVE A “PERSONAL INTEREST” ? 
 
• Where the item relates or is likely to affect your  registered interests 

(what you have declared on the formal Register of Interests) 
OR 
 
• Where a decision in relation to the item might reasonably be regarded as affecting your 

own well-being or financial position, or that of your family, or your close associates more 
than most other people affected by the issue, 

 
you have a personal interest. 
 
WHAT MUST I DO?  Declare the existence, and nature, of your interest and stay 
 
• The declaration must relate to specific business being decided - 

a general scattergun approach is not needed 
 
• Exception - where interest arises only because of your membership of another public 

body, there is no need to declare unless you speak on the matter. 
 
• You can vote on the matter. 
 
 
IS IT A “PREJUDICIAL INTEREST” ? 
 
In general only if:- 
 
• It is a personal interest and 
 
• The item affects your financial position (or conveys other benefits), or the position of your 

family, close associates or bodies through which you have a registered interest (or 
relates to the exercise of regulatory functions in relation to these groups) 

 
 and 
 
• A member of public, with knowledge of the relevant facts, would reasonably believe the 

interest was likely to prejudice your judgement of the public interest. 
 
 
WHAT MUST I DO?  Declare and Withdraw 
 
BUT you may make representations to the meeting before withdrawing, if the public have similar 
rights (such as the right to speak at Planning Committee). 
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6. Youth Services Provision 
Task and Finish Group - 
Final Report  

(Pages 127 - 132)  

Councillor Simon Chalk 

To consider the final report of the Youth Services Provision 
Task and Finish Group. 
 
(Executive Summary attached – Final report under separate 
cover) 
 
 
(All Wards)  

  

 
 





REDDITCH BOROUGH COUNCIL

EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 24th April 2012 

YOUTH SERVICES PROVISION TASK GROUP – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Relevant Portfolio Holder Councillor Derek Taylor, Portfolio Holder 
for Leisure and Tourism 

Portfolio Holder Consulted No 
Relevant Head of Service Head of Leisure and Cultural Services 
Ward(s) Affected All wards 
Non-Key Decision  

1. SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS

 The report provides a summary of the findings and final recommendations that 
have been made on the subject of youth services by the Youth Services 
Provision Task Group.  This Executive Summary should be considered alongside 
the Youth Services Provision Task Group’s final report, which provides a more 
detailed description of the review process, the evidence basis for the group’s 
recommendations and the implications of proposed actions. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

1) youth activities in Redditch should be promoted using the following 
communication tools: 

 a) a new dedicated Redditch youth website; 
 b) Worcestershire Plug and Play website; 
 c) local high schools’ Frog Intranet systems; and 

 d) social networking platforms; 
 (The Committee is being asked to RESOLVE on this item). 

2) there should be a youth work co-ordinator for Redditch financed by 
funding held by Worcestershire County Council to help maximise the 
number of youth activities in the town; 
(The Committee is being asked to make a RECOMMENDATION to 
Worcestershire County Council.  The Redditch Commissioning Group 
is to be advised of this recommendation). 

2) the Redditch Commissioning Group should ensure that there is a 
seamless transition from the old system for delivering youth services 
to the new commissioning framework to make sure that gaps in 
service provision to young people in Redditch do not occur; 
(The Committee is being asked to make a RECOMMENDATION to 
Worcestershire County Council and the Redditch Commissioning 
Group). 

3) the Redditch Commissioning Group should seriously consider the 
following types of bids for funding: 
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 a)  bids for youth work to be delivered using a social enterprise 

model; and 
 b)  bids requesting that the funding cover the costs of employing a 

trained youth worker as part of delivering a positive activity to 
young people; 

(The Committee is being asked to make a RECOMMENDATION to 
Worcestershire County Council and the Redditch Commissioning 
Group). 

4) the Redditch Commissioning Group has been tasked with consulting 
with young people.  We recommend that the following groups should 
be consulted as part of this process: 

 a)     Redditch Student Council; and 
b)     a focus group of young offenders and young people at risk of 

offending; 
(The Committee is being asked to make a RECOMMENDATION to 
Worcestershire County Council and the Redditch Commissioning 
Group). 

5) the Redditch Community Safety Partnership / North Worcestershire 
Community Safety Partnership should be invited to present 
information to the Redditch Commissioning Group about youth related 
crime and anti-social behaviour in Redditch as part of the new 
commissioning framework; 
(The Committee is being asked to make a RECOMMENDATION to 
Worcestershire County Council and the Redditch Commissioning 
Group). 

6) Redditch Borough Council should submit bids for positive activities 
funding in the new commissioning framework in partnership with 
Voluntary and Community Sector organisations that have experience 
delivering youth activities and should offer to host these activities at 
Council owned community centres where appropriate; 

 (The Committee is being asked to RESOLVE on this item). 

7) access to public transport has been consistently identified as a barrier 
to youth participation in positive activities.  We recommend that to 
address this problem the following actions should be considered: 

a)    the remit of the WRVS Redditch Community Rides scheme should 
be extended to helping transport young people to different 
activities in the Borough and this pilot scheme should be 
extended beyond the current deadline of April 2012; and 

(The Committee is being asked to make a RECOMMENDATION to 
Worcestershire County Council).
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b)    Dial a Ride vehicles should be provided to transport young people 
to local events and festivities;  

(The Committee is being asked to RESOLVE on this item). 

8) links should be provided directly from the Frog intranet system used 
by local high schools to bus companies’ websites to provide young 
people with access to up to date information about bus timetables and 
routes in Redditch; and 
(The Committee is being asked to make a RECOMMENDATION to 
Worcestershire County Council and the Redditch Commissioning 
Group). 

9) the Youth Services Provision Task Group’s findings and the content of 
the group’s final report should be considered by the Redditch 
Commissioning Group prior to commissioning youth activities for the 
Borough. 
(The Committee is being asked to make a RECOMMENDATION to 
Worcestershire County Council and the Redditch Commissioning 
Group). 

3. KEY ISSUES

Background

3.1 The Youth Services Provision Task Group review was launched in July 2011.  
The group consisted of six elected Members:  Councillor S Chalk (Chair) and 
Councillors Blake, Brazier, Hopkins, Mould and Stephens.  In August 2011 a 
local student from Trinity High School, Mr Harry Bishop, was co-opted onto the 
review to provide a permanent youth perspective on the subject. 

3.2 The review was launched at a time when Worcestershire County Council was 
reviewing youth service provision in the county.  A key component of the review 
therefore involved monitoring developments with changes to youth service 
delivery in the Borough.  However, the group was also tasked with considering: 
the potential role of Redditch Borough Council in future service delivery; general 
actions that could be taken by partner organisations to improve service delivery;  
best practice arrangements in other parts of the country; and opportunities and 
barriers to promoting greater participation in youth activities.    

3.3 As the review was taking place at the same time as a separate review of sporting 
participation in the Borough the group was not tasked with reviewing sports 
provision to young people.  A separate report, outlining the findings of the 
Promoting Sporting Participation Scrutiny Task Group, will be published for 
Members’ consideration in May 2012. 
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3.4 The group considered evidence from a variety of sources. Written evidence was 
obtained from scrutiny reviews completed by other local authorities on the 
subject of youth service delivery as well as the content of a report from the 
House of Commons Education Committee, Services for Young People (2011).  
At the local level representatives of both Redditch Borough Council and 
Worcestershire County Council were consulted with regard to both existing and 
proposed service delivery arrangements.  Evidence was also obtained, through 
questionnaire feedback and face-to-face interviews, from local Voluntary and 
Community Sector (VCS) organisations that already deliver youth services to 
young people in Redditch as well as from organisations that deliver youth 
services to young people in other parts of the county. 

3.5 The primary focus of the group throughout the review was on changes to the 
framework for youth service delivery in Worcestershire.  In November 2011, 
following extensive consultation, Worcestershire County Council’s Cabinet 
decided to introduce a commissioning framework for youth services in the 
county.  In this framework Commissioning Groups, comprising the County 
Councillors elected to represent areas coterminous with district Council 
boundaries, will be required to commission positive youth activities for the district.  
Commissioning Groups will receive advice and guidance from Local Children’s 
Partnerships.  Partner representatives appointed to Local Children’s Partnerships 
have relevant expertise in relation to existing services used by children and 
young people. 

3.6 Worcestershire County Council has allocated a budget to each district for 
commissioning youth services.  Funding has been allocated in accordance with a 
need/population formula to each of the districts, assessing the level of people 
categorised as “hard-pressed” alongside the number of 13-19 year olds living in 
an area. Redditch has been allocated £185,083 for 2012/13 reflecting the level of 
need in the Borough. 

3.7 The County Council has introduced an outcomes based commissioning process.  
The key outcome targets in the new commissioning process will be at the local 
level on: providing young people with more chances to learn new skills; more 
young people in training, education and employment; and fewer young people 
involved with anti-social behaviour.  The Redditch Commissioning Group will 
need to determine whether activities commissioned in the Borough would help to 
achieve these target outcomes. 

3.8 The recommendations proposed by the Youth Services Provision Task Group 
have implications for a number of organisations which currently or may in the 
future seek to bid to deliver youth services in the Borough.  However, the majority 
of the group’s recommendations are designed to assist the Redditch 
Commissioning Group with developing a commissioning framework that will suit 
the needs and priorities of young people living in Redditch.  For this reason the 
group is largely requesting support in principle from the Council’s Executive 
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Committee for their recommendations to be referred for further consideration by 
the Redditch Commissioning Group and Redditch Local Children’s Partnership. 

Financial Implications

3.9 There are a number of financial implications which are detailed, where relevant, 
in relation to each of the recommendations in the Youth Services Provision Task 
Group’s final report.  The majority of these financial implications would require 
investment from Worcestershire County Council as the local authority with 
responsibility for delivering positive youth activities. 

Legal Implications

3.19  There are a number of legal implications which are detailed, where relevant, in 
relation to each of the recommendations in the Youth Services Provision Task 
Group’s final report. 

Service / Operational Implications

3.20 There are a number of service and operational implications to the group’s 
proposals.  In particular, there are human resources and community safety 
implications.  The full implications are detailed, where relevant, in relation to 
each of the recommendations in the Youth Services Provision Task Group’s 
final report. 

Customer / Equalities and Diversity Implications

3.21 Throughout the review the group consulted with young people as the primary 
customers of youth services.  Young people were engaged in a variety of 
different ways including through face-to-face interviews, consultation with 
students during the Redditch Local Democracy Day event in October 2011 and 
attendance at meetings of the Student Council.  In addition, the Co-opted 
Member of the group, a local High School pupil, attended a number of meetings 
and provided a youth perspective on matters discussed by the group.  By the 
end of the review the group had consulted with approximately 65 local young 
people and the evidence provided helped to inform the group’s final 
recommendations. 

4. RISK MANAGEMENT

 There are no real risks for Redditch Borough Council.  However, if the group’s 
proposals are not referred to the Redditch Commissioning Group for 
consideration it is unlikely that the information about good practice, detailed in 
the group’s main report, will be taken into account as part of the new 
commissioning process.  There is a risk that as a consequence the youth 
activities commissioned in Redditch will not meet the needs and priorities of local 
young people.  
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5. APPENDICES

There are no appendices to the Executive Summary. 

6. BACKGROUND PAPERS

Youth Services Provision Task Group – Final Report 

AUTHOR OF REPORT

Name: Jess Bayley, Overview and Scrutiny Support Officer, on behalf of the Youth 
Services Provision Task Group. 
email: jess.bayley@bromsgroveandredditch.gov.uk  
Tel.: (01527) 64252 Extn: 3268 
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